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The Paradox of Japanese Modernism: Modernization, Westernization, Japanization

1. Information about the study program

Academic year 2025-2026

1.1. University

Babes-Bolyai University

1.2. Faculty

The Faculty of Letters

1.3. Department

Asian Languages and Literatures

1.4. Field of study

Language and Literature

1.5. Study cycle (BA/MA)

MA

1.6. Study programme/Qualification

Japanese Language and Literature/ MA in Philology

1.7. Enrolment frequency

Full time

2. Information about the subject

The Paradox of Japanese Modernism:
2.1. Course title Modernization, Westernization, Japanization Course code LMA1208

(in Romanian)
2.2. Course tutor Prof.dr. habil. Rodica Frentiu
2.3. Seminar Prof.dr. habil. Rodica Frentiu
2:4. Ztelf;y()f I 2.5.Semester | 2 | 2.6. Type of assessment | E 2.7. Course status l(\:/[o;ltg;l,:sry ggb

3. Total estimated time (teaching hours per semester)

3.1. Number of hours per week 2 of which: 3.2 course 1 3.3 seminar 1
z’i'rizgfsglumber of hours in the 28 | of which: 3.5 course 14 3.6 seminar 14
Allotted time for individual study (ID) and self-study activities (SA) hours
Study based on textbook, course manual, recommended bibliography, personal notes (SA) 32
Additional research (in the library, online scientific databases/platforms, or field documentation) 32
Preparation for seminars / laboratory classes/ essays/ projects/ homework/ portfolios and reports 40
Tutoring 14
Assessment (examinations) 4
Other activities: Student Consultations 4
3.7. Total hours for individual
study (ID) and self-study 126
activities (SA)
3.8. Total hours per semester 154
3.9. Number of credits 6

4. Prerequisites (if necessary)

4.1. curriculum -

4.2. skills Knowledge of cultural history
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5.1. for delivering lectures Classroom, video projector, xerox, photocopies, books

5.2. for teaching seminars Seminar room

6. Acquired specific skills
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7. Course objectives (derived from the acquired specific skills)

7.1 General objective of e Applying scientific methods and techniques to investigate cultural phenomena,
course acquiring new knowledge or correcting and integrating previous knowledge.

e Mastering scientific research methods.

e Acquiring the ability to read, interpret and critically summarize new and

7.2 Specific objectives complex information from various sources.

e Acquiring the ability to write scientific, academic papers, following spelling
and grammar rules, creating a coherent text.

8. Contents

8.1 Course

Teaching methods

Remarks

Introductory Course: Presentation of the
Course and Seminar Topics, Along with
Examination Details.

Modernity and Tradition in 21st Century Japan

Presentation; Interactive Course

Strategies of Modernisation. National
Character. Westernisation. Japanization

Presentation; Interactive Course

The Pathology of Modernisation: the Effects of
Progressive Modernization in Japanese Culture

Presentation; Interactive Course
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The Search for identity. Reconstructing
Tradition

Rethinking Japanese Modernism: from

. . Presentation; Interactive Course
Modernism to Postmodernism !

Conclusions:

The Fascination of Japan in the West

The Love-hate Relationship between Japan and
the West over the Centuries

Presentation; Interactive Course
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8.2 Seminar Teaching methods Remarks

Introductory seminar: presentation of the
discipline, objectives, programming and
organization of activities, presentation of the
final evaluation method.

conversation, explanation,
exemplification,
problematization; text analysis

About Japaneseness: The Japanese about
themselves

conversation, explanation,
exemplification,
problematization; text analysis

Travel memoirs in Japan under literary
disguises: Pierre Loti, [oan Timus
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conversation, explanation,
exemplification,
problematization; text analysis

The fictional-literary imaginary about Japan:
Amélie Nothomb, Florina Ilis

conversation, explanation,
exemplification,
problematization; text analysis

In search of Japanese identity: Lafcadio Hearn,
Okakura Kakuzo, Itobe Nazo

conversation, explanation,
exemplification,
problematization; text analysis

The cultural-semiotic Japanese imaginary:
Roland Barthes, Claude-Levi Strauss

conversation, explanation,
exemplification,
problematization; text analysis

The conquest of the language of the other:
Amélie Nothomb, Akira Mizubayashi
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Donald Richie. Translated from English and notes by Angela Hondru. Bucuresti: Editura Humanitas.

Timus, loan. 1984. Ogio-san (Domnisoare). Roman. Edition and Foreword by Doina Curticipeanu. Cluj-Napoca: Editura
Dacia.

9. Validating course contents based on the expectations of epistemic communities, professional associations
and of potential employers related to the field of study.

e The content of the discipline has been developed based on an updated bibliography. The content is consistent
with what is taught in other university centres in the country (University of Bucharest) and abroad. The
concept, argumentation and examples are original.

e The discipline provides students with the necessary knowledge, skills and abilities in accordance with the
requirements of employers in education and philological research.

10. Assessment (examination)

Type of activity 10.1 Assessment criteria 10.2 Assessment methods | 10.3 Weight in the final grade
Exam consisting of topics
that verify all the 2-hour written exam
10.4 Course information provided ’ 50%
during the course. graded from 1 to 10.
Standard M(OLDOVAN IOAN-RARES
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The exam test accumulates
a total score of 10 points.
The score assigned to each
requirement is written
next to it on the exam test.
N.B. Classwork may be
awarded 1 point on the
exam (only in the case of a
passing grade).

Cheating or fraud: grade 1.

10.5 Seminar

Cheating or Fraud: grade 1
Term paper presented
during the semester.
Attendance is mandatory
ata 75% rate.

Seminar paper, graded

0,
from 1 to 10. 50%

10.6 Basic performance standard

e Reading, interpreting and critically summarizing new information found in various sources consulted.
Awareness of complex particularities and synthesis of information

o Presenting hypotheses and conclusions of scientific research in one's own field of expertise within a professional

publication.

e Writing a scientific/academic text on various topics, in accordance with the specific norms of scientific
communication.

11. Labels ODD (Sustainable Development Goals)

1
S
s

General label for Sustainable Development

EDUCATIE
DE GALITATE

i

];;tg 1 2025 Course tutor’s name and signature Seminar tutor’s name and signature
Prof.dr. habil. Rodica Frentiu Prof.dr. habil. Rodica Frentiu
;;.' ducss :r‘. la‘,
Date of approval: Head of Department’s name and signature,
30.01.2025

Prof.dr. habil. Rodica Frentiu
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